
Geography in the News Edition 1
Transport issues in Wales 
Lesson plans/Teachers’ Notes Key stage 3
Overview of the resource 

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes or work. Each edition contains a main theme and 2 linked articles each of which forming the focus for lesson activities. In addition, a Global current events screen can be used on a regular basis as a home page or lesson starter stimulus. The ‘Brainbox’ links may form entertaining wider geography discussion points, for instance, as end-of-lesson activities. 
Key Words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Website links are included at key points in the resources to facilitate further research on selected topics. 
Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and reuse in classrooms without internet connection.   
Main Theme 
The principle National Curriculum links are:-
Range 

 ‘Living in Wales: their local area* and an investigation of at least one aspect of the geography of the whole of Wales,’  
‘Describe the causes and consequences of how places and environments change, e.g. by season; from past to present; the need for sustainability’
Skills
 ‘developing opinions and points of view, distinguishing between fact and opinion,  considering different arguments, making decisions on  geographical issues’, ‘communicating findings’.  
The activities will offer learners opportunities to:
· Use ICT to be informed of current and relevant geographical relevant information and events.
· Develop both knowledge and informed opinions on a range of issues and suggested solutions to current geographical problems.
· Develop investigating skills related to current issues. 
· Work independently and cooperatively.
Main article :  What are the main transport issues in Wales?
	Aims: to inform pupils of current transport issues identified by the National Assembly, provide a summary of the the W.A.G.’s  2009 transport planning policy statements outlined by the Welsh Assembly ‘One Wales – Connecting the Nation’ May 2008 – and the ‘National Transport Plan, 2009’

	Objectives: The activity is intended to provide a clear and simple stimulus to self-identification of the national transport issues and then to give information on the policies and opportunities for both individual and/or group evaluation of both issues and the government’s stated solutions. 

	Resources required:

	Activity type: 
Invitations to respond to image stimuli 
	Suggested time: 

The time needed to use this resource will vary in relation to the levels of pupil response generated. A full 1 hour lesson may be used when the teacher wishes to use the opportunities for developing structured dialogue on each of the issues and policies, or a brief 10 minute review of the current policies might suffice when the resource is used as an ‘in the current news filler activity. 
	

	Lesson introduction: 

Pupils need to be aware that concerns over transport in the 21st century are a major issue Globally and most are genuinely concerned about their own access to affordable and efficient transport in the future along with the environmental impacts by them and on them and the environment. This could be introduced before or with the main article screens. 
Each image/ animation can be used on a whiteboard as a stimulus for whole class questioning and discussion on the basis of 1/ What’s the issue? –leading to 2/ Where in Wales is the issue particularly significant?  3/ The National Assembly’s plans can then be presented as a factual input and this can lead to opportunities to generate both individual and collective opinions?  e.g. by the use of a whiteboard to collate comments. 



	· Further activity opportunities 1: 
Each of the transport issues will have different levels of significance depending on the location and situation of the school. A focus on those issues readily identified by pupils as locally important could be in the form of an investigation using enquiry sequencing. It would also be possible for all the issues to be investigated using groups of four or five pupils with the objective of presenting a shared report to the class. 
·   Further activity opportunities 2: 

Funding prioritisation of policies is a key issue in politics and an activity to rank, with justifications the issues and policies might lead clear variations in opinions within the class. A form of assembly debate with opposing political party contributions could be developed. Contact with the local Welsh Assembly representative could be made to illustrate and exemplify level of relevance of the debate. 

	Notes:. 


linked article 1 :  Traffic News - Wales 
	Aims: To geographically analyse a topical traffic report in terms of frequently mentioned locations and causes of problems.  

	Objectives: To raise levels of regional geographical knowledge and to develop a recognition of the significance and value of public service spatial information sources. 

	Skills: 
Using maps to identify locational information: Identifying causes and consequence of change 

	Activity type:  mapped and in aural information analysis 
	Suggested time: 30 minutes 
	

	Lesson introduction: 

An introduction could be to as where and when pupils could access traffic news, when preparing for or participating in a journey across Wales. Answers could be TV Web, mobile phone, radio. The broadcast and the use of the interactive map to locate and explain the specified traffic news items can be presented as a continuous or stepped activity, allowing Teacher elaboration and pupil consideration of the range of issues raised one by one. 

	· Activity opportunities 1: 

A ‘poll’ of which public information traffic news sources have been used and Pupil’s experience of traffic congestion and its successful prediction could be taken. Results could be mapped and explanations presented as with the stimulus material
· Activity opportunities 2: 

A local traffic report can be created for the catchment area of the school and the script for the traffic issues can be written and presented to illustrate changing issues different times of the day 
· Activity opportunities 3:
A planning activity can be developed to suggest how the different issues creating traffic congestion and delays could be effectively managed. 

	Notes:. 

	Resources provided:

· 

	Resources needed: Internet access. 


Linked article 2:  
	Aims:  to provide opportunities for coverage of NC components: living in Wales: their local area* and an investigation of at least one aspect of the geography of the whole

of Wales’, 

 ‘follow directions, estimate and calculate distances, e.g. follow map and ground routes, calculate map-to-ground distances’

‘measure, collect and record data, find answers and draw conclusions’ 



	Objectives: This resource is designed to focus on walking and cycling transport issues, directly experienced by the almost all pupils. It is aimed to create a focused and empathetic response to the issues of transport planning and to provide a real planning activity, capable of adjustment in scale from a single lesson or homework to a multi-lesson presentation or even a real-outcome journey!

	

	Activity type: 
Information presentation
	Suggested time: 
from 15 minutes to 3 hours depending on level of
 
	

	Lesson introduction: 
This activity could begin with a class recognition of the significance of walking / bike travel by collating data on modes of transport to school either within the class or by a questionnaire design production and data analysis from within the wider school community. Discussions on this will allow teachers can introduce the multiple advantages of walking and cycling. 
The In –the - News resource can then be used to lead teaching and learning of the National Assembly bike and walking plan and maps.  It provides an 
· Introduction to the emphasis on bike and walking in transport plans 

· Simple statements presenting the WNA reasoning and policies 

· Links to relevant organisations 

· A presentation of the new Wales bike map 

· A link to a route planning worksheet activity involving a personal cycle route through Wales using the maps and potentially further web research on route character and places to visit.  


	The resource can be used as a stimulus for a range of enquiry activities at local scales, Activity opportunities 1: 
· At the most basic level the resource could stimulate a short analysis of attitudes and opinions towards sustainable transport issues 
· Activity opportunities 2: 
   Following the use of the resource as stimulus material, a locally based investigation using the full range of enquiry skills could be developed, focusing on any combinations of : local ‘Sustrans’ existing infrastructure,  long term planning, local attitudes, current levels of use. 
· Activity opportunities: 3 
A Wales cycle journey, using the route-planning worksheet (click to download) can be used to provide opportunities for pupil’s to explore Wales by research interesting venues (using for example Welsh tourism web resources) and then apply map skills to create a realistic and fully-planned journey. Such an activity lends itself to small group communication skills and production (e.g.2 to 3 members) 

	Notes:. 


�What?





