Draft version 1.0
Geography in the News Edition 3:

Copenhagen Climate Change Conference
Flood risks in Wales
What is a ‘carbon footprint’?

Lesson plans/Teachers’ Notes  Key stage 3

Overview of the resource 

Geography in the News is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes or work. Each edition contains a main theme and two linked articles, each of which forming the focus for lesson activities. In addition, a global current events screen can be used on a regular basis as a home page or for lesson starter stimulus. Brainboxes within articles links may form entertaining wider geography discussion points, for instance, as end-of-lesson activities. 

Keywords are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Website links are included at key points in the resources to facilitate further research on selected topics. 

Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and re-use in classrooms without Internet connection.   

KS2 focus:
· The need for sustainability in ‘the description of causes and consequences of how places and environments change’
· The importance of being a global citizen 

Explain how and why places and environments change and identify trends and future implications, tomorrow’s citizens – issues in Wales and the wider world of living sustainably and the responsibilities of being a global citizen.

Main Theme - Climate change 

The principle National Curriculum links are:-

Skills
· Describing the causes and consequences of how places and environments change – the need for sustainability   

Range 
· ‘Living in my world: caring for places and environments and the importance of being a global citizen’ 
· ‘Living in Wales’ an investigation of an aspect of geography of the whole of Wales’

KS 3 focus:

Skills
· Explain the causes and effects of physical and human processes and how the processes are interrelated
· Trends and future implications of climate change    

Range 
· Tomorrow’s citizens – issues in the wider world and living sustainably  
· The hazardous world – causes and impacts of hazardous events

The activities will offer learners opportunities to:

· Use ICT to be informed of current and relevant geographical relevant information and events 
· Develop both knowledge and informed opinions on a range of issues and suggested solutions to current geographical problems
· Develop investigating skills related to current issues
· Work independently and cooperatively
· ‘Analysing and evaluating ideas and evidence’ – ‘assessing bias and reliability of geographical evidence’

Main article:  What happened to The Copenhagen Climate Change Conference?

	Aim: To inform pupils of the sequence of events and objectives leading up to the 2009 COP 16 conference and to summarise both the outcomes and levels of success. 

	Objectives: The activity is intended to provide a step-by-step presentation of the expectations of and outcomes from this complex, inconclusive and controversial event. 

	Activity type: 
Invitations to pupils to respond to image and text stimuli 
	Suggested time: 
The time needed to use this resource will vary in relation to the levels of pupil response generated. A full one hour lesson may be used when the teacher wishes to use the opportunities for developing structured dialogue on each of the sub-questions , or a brief ten minute review of the event might suffice when the resource is used as an ‘in the current news filler activity. 
	

	Lesson introduction: 
We have assumed that many pupils will have been aware of the conference but will benefit from a clarification of the context and objectives of the programme of conferences. 

Key questions are used to format the resource and can be used as a framework for pupil’s questioning, discussion and, where appropriate, reporting / follow-up work. 

1/ WHAT  WHEN  and WHERE was COP15 ? (what does COP stand for and what was the context of the conference?)
2/ WHO was involved WHY was it arranged? – including a brief summary of the events leading up to it both organisations and countries 
3/ WHAT happened there – a summary of the outcomes


	· Further activity opportunities 1: 
During 2010, the commitments by MEDCs,  solidification of agreements and frameworks for action plans by LEDCs and clarification of action by counties involved in forest conservation agreements can be added to the story prior to the next conference in Mexico in December 2010.   A classroom wall progress poster (time-line) might form an active reminder of climate change news. Scientific press releases and also sceptic statements might be added too. 

·   Further activity opportunities 2: 
The reality of the conference’s confused and insufficient outcomes might be emphasised by planning and executing an evaluation of the outcomes.

Good pupil groups might be able to suggest what would make a good evaluative measurement. Here are some suggestions:
 
· Is the climate change mitigation target quantifiable?
· Are all interested parties in agreement on the target?
· Is there full and sourced funding for the action
· Is an exact and realistic timescale for achievement agreed
· Are there clear and appropriate penalties for countries what do not achieve the targets   


	Notes:



Linked article 1 :  Flood risks in Wales

	Aims: To analyse a topical climate change-related environmental issue in terms of causes of problems and frequently mentioned Welsh locations.  

	Objectives: To raise levels of geographical knowledge of the interrelationships between human and physical processes and resultant hazards. 

	Skills: 
Using maps to identify locational information:  Identifying causes and consequence of change 

	Activity type:  mapped and in aural information analysis 
	Suggested time: 30 minutes 
	

	Lesson introduction: 
Although this resource is a valid stand-alone ‘in the news’ activity, it could also be used as part of a wider ‘rivers and flooding’ topic. Knowledge of the existence of the Environment Agency’s flood warning service and the role of the media in informing the public of floods for prediction mitigation purposes would have value as introductions to the activity. The broadcast and the use of the interactive map to locate and explain the specified news items can be presented as a continuous or stepped activity, allowing teacher elaboration and pupil consideration of the range of issues raised one by one. 

	· Activity opportunities 1: 
After the presentation of the resource. Pupils could be asked to produce a flood risk perception map of Wales, with or without reference to resources. 
· Activity opportunities 2: 
Causes and impacts of floods in local areas can be compared to the national picture. The production of local maps with areas of risk, causes and impacts might be possible in appropriately located schools. 
· Activity opportunities: 3 
A planning activity can be developed to suggest how the different issues related to flooding could be effectively managed. 

	Notes:

	Resources provided:
· 

	Resources needed: Internet access. 




Linked article 3:  How green is your Welsh valley?

	Aims: To provide opportunities for coverage of NC components: living in Wales: their local area and an investigation of at least one aspect of the geography of the whole of Wales

	Objectives: This resource is designed to focus on the calculation and variations in the size of ‘carbon footprints’ within Wales and briefly to compare them with other national and international values

	Activity type: 
Information presentation
	Suggested time: 
from 15 minutes to 3 hours 
	

	Lesson introduction: 
This activity could begin with class recognition of the need to measure in some way the individual and community’s use of the planet’s resources and resultant production of Carbon Dioxide.  

A summary of two methods of calculation are provided. 

A Government sources data source is then provided  and can be used to investigate differences across Wales using either the chart provided or using the Excel spreadsheet source ( in the teacher’s resources) any other  chosen method of data analysis.


	The resource can be used as a stimulus for a range of enquiry activities at local scales, 
Activity opportunity 1: 
1/Make a list of the possible reasons why the different areas have different Co2 production. – 
This could be an extensive research topic beginning with a mind-mapping activity of what factors, in general, would cause variations and then applying selected factors to the regional human and physical geography of Wales. Extension of this activity to compare the Home counties of England, and then to India and China would also create  highly valid contrasts.
Activity opportunity 2: 
2/ Suggest how we could changes in lifestyle, housing and transport to reduce carbon emissions
This activity might begin with a personal or family audit of carbon-related consumption and might develop into an extensive evaluation of options of lifestyle change from a personal to national scale.  The stages of audit / evaluation / planning and justification could form a valid investigation including fieldwork to collect consumption primary data.  
Activity opportunity 3: 
3/ Write a letter or design a poster for your local are to publicise your carbon emission levels compared with other regions of Wales and the world.

This extension activity might stimulate a range of creative skills as well as promote recognition of and influence on the views of other people and communities. . 

	Notes:



