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What’s happening to Arabic countries in the Mediterranean area - a snapshot
Teachers’ Notes and Lesson Plans for Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining on-line information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Each article is supported by a lesson plan. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection. 
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plan aims to support the requirement for a skills-focussed curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plans, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, and ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL. 
What’s happening to Arabic countries in the Mediterranean area - a snapshot
Aims:

To understand the importance of being a global citizen.
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan
Determine some success criteria.
Ask questions related to context and listen before asking further questions

Develop

Form opinions and make decisions by weighing up some pros and cons.

Follow the planned process/method.

Reflect

Link outcomes to success criteria.
Describe what has been learned/found out.

Communications

Oracy

Communicate clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject, audience and purpose, using a range of vocabulary, including some key words related to subject.
Wider Communications
Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures and diagrams

	Geography

Skills
· Identify and locate places
· Express their own opinions and be aware that people have different points of view
· Communicate findings in a variety of ways e.g. using diagrams
Range
· Living in my world: the importance of being a global citizen
Key Vocabulary

independent
colony
political
century

democratic

protest


	Set success criteria for the activities:
To put in rank order the reasons why changes in Arabic countries are so important to us in the UK and Europe.
Diamond Rank Activity
· Read through the online article on the Arabic countries in the Mediterranean
· Children can identify the countries as they read the article

· Discuss ideas and opinions about what is happening in the countries today by combining the historical background of the countries with the brainstorm of ideas
why changes in Arabic countries are so important to us in the UK and Europe. Encourage children to give their own opinions for the diamond rank activity.
· Use the Publisher document with the blank diamond rank map and page of ideas to rank ideas in order of importance

At the end of the activity:
The groups can establish their final ranking and share their reasons with the class.

AfL:  Children can evaluate how well they have met the success criteria, by talking to each other, using ‘thinking’ language. 
Talk Partners: With a partner, children share three new things they have learnt about the countries and tell the class what their partner has learnt.

Thinking language may include: think, believe, suggest ideas, listen to others, compare viewpoints, form opinions, change, order, consider.



