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Oil and Energy Issues

Teachers’ Notes and Lesson Plans for Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection. The theme for this issue is the interrelationship between physical and human features.
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plans aim to support the requirement for a skills-focused curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plan, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL.
Good and Bad News About the Geography of Cruise Ships 
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan

Asking questions
Gathering information

Develop

Considering evidence, information and ideas
Thinking about cause and effect and making inferences.

Reflect

Evaluate own learning and thinking

Communications
Reading
Locating, selecting and using information using reading strategies
Writing

Organising ideas and information

Wider Communication Skills
Communicating information

ICT
Finding and developing information and ideas
	Geography

Skills:

Locating places, environments and patterns:

Identify and locate places using atlases and maps

Use maps, imagery and ICT to find and present locational information

Investigating:
 – observe and ask questions about a place, environment or geographical issue

- collect data by using secondary sources e.g. use GIS

 Communicating:
- communicate findings in a variety of ways

Range:

· Carry out investigations of geography in the news – issues in the local area and the wider world

· Living in my world – caring for places and environments and the importance of being a global citizen


	Aim: to consider the role of cruise ships as a tourist attraction.
Resources:
On-line article referencing the cruise ship the Costa Concordia.
GIS (Geographical Information Systems) such as Google Earth and atlases.

Activities:
Activity 1 – Map work
· Use GIS (Geographical Information Systems) such as Google Earth and atlases to locate cruise ship routes, the coasts, rivers and seas visited by the liners e.g. Rhine, Nile, Mediterranean, and draw maps.

Activity 2 – Literacy Skills

· Using the on-line map, make use of the roll over icons to read and discuss what each location has to offer the tourist.
· Follow-up writing opportunities may include:

    A pamphlet about one location in particular
    Information leaflets about a variety of locations

    An itinerary for a cruise liner holiday route.

The writing may combine ideas from the on-line article, children’s own experience and research from holiday brochures brought into class and may involve word processed writing including relevant pictures from the internet to illustrate children’s ideas.
Activity 3 – Thinking Skills
Pose the question: Is it good news or bad news about cruise ships?

Use a multi-flow map to consider why tourists like to go on cruises (view wild-life, visit a variety of countries, visit historic sites, enjoy a luxury holiday etc) and the problems cruise ships can cause the environment (not eco friendly, CO2 emissions, pollution, waste etc).
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AfL: As children work, they check if their suggestions can be improved or modified. 

Discuss with their partners - have they drawn any conclusions whether cruise ships are good or bad news?

At the end of the session: 
Read their written work to each other. 

Consider how the multi flow map helped consider a range of issues.



Hanging on to carbon fuels or going for renewable energy?
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan

Ask questions
Gather information

Determine the process/method and strategy

Determining success criteria

Develop

Forming opinions and making decisions
Reflect

Review outcomes and success criteria
Evaluate own learning and thinking.

Communications

Oracy

Presenting information and ideas

Writing
Organising ideas and information

Writing accurately

Wider Communication skills
Communicating information.


	Geography

Skills
Investigating:

 – observe and ask questions about a place, environment or geographical issue

 - develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Communicating:

- express their own opinions

- make decisions about geographical issues, by distinguishing between fact and opinion and considering different arguments

- communicate findings in a variety of ways

Range

Study living in Wales: their local area, and an investigation about the geography of the whole of Wales.
Carry out investigations of ‘geography in the news’.
· Living in my world – caring for places and environments and the importance of being a global citizen

Geography vocabulary:

Carbon fuels, peak oil, oil shales, kerogen, fracking, jet fuel, diesel fuel, earthquake, coal seams, UCG, renewable energy, carbon footprint. 

English Writing flow map:


	Aim: to understand the issues surrounding carbon fuels and to discuss whether fracking is a good idea for the UK.
Write a persuasive letter.
Resources:
On-line article for background information.
Activity 1 – Oracy and thinking skills.
Read the on-line article and discuss whether fracking a good idea for Wales.  

In groups, children could take on the roles of the following:

Swansea City Council

Friends of the Earth

The Welsh Assembly Government

The Government at Westminster

Solar panel manufacturers and suppliers

Themselves

- and prepare a debate to support their point of view with reasons.

Activity 2 – Literacy and thinking skills.
Writing: Following on from discussion, children could write a persuasive letter supporting their ideas for or against fracking, with their reasons. 
Thinking skills:  Children use a flow map to plan their ideas in a sequenced way, using the persuasive language to help order the structure of their writing.

Set success criteria:
What geographical vocabulary and English style do we need to use to write a successful persuasive letter? 

AfL: As children work, they check if their writing can be improved or modified.
At the end of the session pupils may reflect: 
Did I write an effective persuasive letter? 
Did I understand the geography and use geographical terms? 
Did I explain the issue clearly?

Children can give positive comments on each others’ work and ask themselves what or how to improve next time, and record peer and self assessment ideas in their books.



Why Is Iran in the News?
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan

Ask questions
Activating prior skills, knowledge and understanding.

Gather information

Determining success criteria.

Develop

Thinking logically and seeking patterns.

Consider evidence, information and ideas
Forming opinions and making decisions.

Reflect

Review outcomes and success criteria
Communications

Oracy

Presenting information and ideas

Reading

Locating, selecting and using information using reading strategies.

Wider Communication skills
Communicating information.


	Geography

Skills:

Locating places, environments and patterns:

Identify and locate places using atlases and maps

Use maps, imagery and ICT to find and present locational information

Investigating:

Organise and analyse evidence, develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions.
Range
Carry out investigations of geography in the news – issues in the local area and the wider world

Ask and answer questions

Living in my world – caring for places and environments and the importance of being a global citizen
	Introduction: The use of thinking maps and tools below is designed to help pupils organise and present their thoughts in a structured way, building on their knowledge in each activity.
AfL: Throughout the activities:
· Encourage children to set their own targets to work towards, e.g. give  an example of what a good map looks like.
· Allow children thinking time, encourage them to discuss ideas in pairs, then share their ideas with the class, e.g. in your own words, explain what kind of a relationship Iran has with ……..

· Encourage children to review their work, question their thinking and modify their ideas e.g. if you could change one thing about your map to improve it, what would it be? 

Activity 1 – Map and Atlas work

Use GIS (Geographical Information Systems) such as Google Earth and atlases to locate Iran and its neighbouring countries and draw a map of the area. Be aware of the location of interested parties further afield such as China and the USA. 

Activity 2 – Thinking skills - Tree Map

Together, use the on-line article and read and discuss the summary of Iran’s relationships with other countries. Children can work in groups to identify which countries have a good relationship with Iran and which countries have a poor relationship with Iran and categorise them into two lists in a tree map:



Activity 3 – Thinking skills – Mind Map

Set success criteria: Give the children the task of creating a mind map. Explain that they are looking for evidence to show why Iran is in the news. Some children may already have ideas and could be looking for supporting evidence e.g. because it is linked to so many countries, because of its oil wealth, because of its nuclear weapons. 
Start the activity:
· Give pairs or small groups of children two or three countries to read about from the section on Iran’s relationships with other countries. 

· Give each group a set of generic questions they have to find the answers to, for example:

Does this country have a good or poor relationship with Iran?

Comment on one good aspect

Comment on one negative/bad aspect

Say if there are links with any other countries.

· Once the children have the answers for their countries, each group can contribute to one big, class mind map (drawn on the board or made physically with post it notes on a geographic map, for example).  

Plenary:

Reflect on the subject: 

Once the mind map is complete, children can draw on the evidence, discuss in partners and share with the class why they think Iran is in the news, were any of their initial thoughts correct? Reflect on how their thoughts developed: have they changed their mind? Is there more than one reason?
AfL: Reflect on their learning:

Ask the children to explain how their understanding developed throughout the activities and which activity was the most successful for them.



This is why cruise ships are not so good..





This is why I want to go….





I’m on a cruise ship!





Firstly, furthermore, moreover,


 in addition








I believe, I suggest, in my opinion








Finally, to sum up, in conclusion





Iran








Countries with                          Countries with


a good relationship                      a poor relationship


with Iran                             with Iran


 (List countries below)                  (List countries below)
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