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Geography in the News 
Transport Issues in Wales 
Lesson plans/Teachers’ Notes  Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for children to study events in the news in their own Welsh locality and in the world beyond within the context of geography teaching and learning. Each edition contains a main theme and 2 linked articles which form the focus for lesson activities. In addition, a global current events screen can be used on a regular basis as a home page or lesson starter stimulus. The ‘Brainbox’ links may form entertaining wider geography discussion points, for instance, as end-of-lesson activities. 

Key Words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Website links are included at key points in the resources to facilitate further research on selected topics. 
Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future, They are fully downloadable to allow storage and reuse in classrooms without internet connection.   
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
Range – Geography KS2
· Living in Wales: their local area and an investigation of at least one aspect of the geography of the whole of Wales 
· Carry out investigations of geography in the news, and issues in the local area and the wider world 

Skills – Geography KS2
· Identify and locate places using globes, atlases and maps

· Describe the causes and consequences of how places and environments change, e.g. by season; from past to present; the need for sustainability
· Ask questions about a place, record data through carrying out practical fieldwork, organise and analyse the evidence

· Express their own opinions and be aware that people have different points of view, make decisions on geographical issues, distinguish between fact and opinion, consider different arguments and communicate findings 
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plans aim to support the requirement for a skills-focussed curriculum. In each lesson plan suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use the Skills Framework and assessment for learning will be indicated in the planning, shown as Key Skills & AfL. 
Lesson Plan for Main Article
Aim: To inform pupils of current transport issues identified by the National Assembly to provide a summary of the W.A.G.’s 2009 transport planning policy statements outlined by the Welsh Assembly ‘One Wales – Connecting the Nation’ May 2008 – and the ‘National Transport Plan, 2009’
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activity



	Thinking Skills

Plan

· Ask questions related to context and listen before asking further questions.

· Plan the process/method to be used.

· Determine success criteria and give some justification for choice.
Develop

· Begin to experiment with own and others’ ideas.

· Identify and describe similarities and

differences by making simple Comparisons. 

· Consider evidence, information and ideas to begin to distinguish between ‘facts’, beliefs and opinions.

Reflect

· Begin to evaluate outcomes against success criteria.

· Identify what worked and what didn’t; begin to suggest how the process/method could be improved.

Communications

Oracy

Communicate clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject, audience and purpose, using a range of vocabulary, including some key words related to subjects.

Wider Communications
Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures, diagrams, maps, tables and graphs
Number

Gather information in a variety of ways, including from questionnaires.


	Geography

· Identify and locate places using globes, atlases and maps

· Describe the causes and consequences of how places and environments change, e.g. by season; from past to present; the need for sustainability
· Ask questions about a place, record data through carrying out practical fieldwork, organise and analyse the evidence

· Express their own opinions and be aware that people have different points of view, make decisions on geographical issues, distinguish between fact and opinion, consider different arguments and communicate findings 

	Background

The main Article is intended to provide a clear and simple stimulus to understand the national transport issues and to give information on the WNA policies.
View the pictures to introduce the theme: people are concerned about transport -  about their own access to affordable and efficient transport in the future along with the impact on the environment

Activities

1. Discussion Activity. Children could work in groups, viewing the pictures to examine:

· What’s the issue?

· Where in Wales is the issue particularly significant?  

· The National Assembly’s plans could then be presented as a factual input and this could lead to opportunities to generate both individual and collective opinions

Key SkillsL: Questions to reinforce learning: What new words have we learnt? Are they just geography words or would we hear them in everyday life?  How do we know whose opinion is right? Can we explain what we mean?

2. Field Questionnaire   
Each of the transport issues will have different levels of significance depending on the location and situation of the school. A focus on those issues readily identified by pupils as locally important could be in the form of an investigation.   
Children could work on questions which they need answers to and produce a questionnaire to take home for adults to complete. Children then collate the answers and present information in the form of a written report or in data format as a graph or chart.
Key Skills & AfL: Children compose the questions for the questionnaire - begin by asking ‘What do we want to find out?’  Pupils can self-evaluate their efforts by asking ‘Did we achieve what we set out to do?’ If not, how could we be more successful next time? 

Children use smiley faces/traffic lights to show how well they estimate they did.  
3. Diamond Ranking Activity

Funding prioritisation is a key issue in politics. Children could suggest which form of transport should be given the most money to promote it and justify their reasons. Write the priorities on small slips of paper and discuss which one should be top priority and which one should be the lowest priority, move the slips about on the table top to find the ideal ranking.  
Key Skills: Do all children agree? Children give own opinion and try to understand each others’ views. 
 

	Notes:




Lesson Plan for Linked article 1 :  Traffic News - Wales 
Aim: To geographically analyse a topical traffic report in terms of frequently mentioned locations and causes of problems.  
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activity



	Thinking Skills

Plan

· Plan the process to be used

· Determine success criteria and give some justification for choice.

Develop

· Identify and describe similarities and

differences by making simple

comparisons. 

Reflect

· Begin to evaluate outcomes against success criteria.

· Identify what worked and what didn’t; begin to suggest how the process/method could be improved.

Communications

Oracy

Communicate clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject, audience and purpose, using a range of vocabulary, including some key words related to subjects.

Writing

Plan, organise and present ideas and information. Improve writing by redrafting.

Wider Communications
Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures, diagrams, maps, tables and graphs

Number

Record, interpret and present data in

simple tables, lists, pictograms, charts, graphs and diagrams.


	Geography
In addition to lesson plan 1:

· To use maps to identify locational information
· To identify causes and consequence of change

	Background

Introduction: Ask pupils how we find out about traffic, for example when we want to travel across Wales or go shopping into town centres? Answers could be TV Web, mobile phone, radio. 

Use the broadcast and the interactive map to locate and explain the traffic news items. 

Activities
1. Propose solutions to traffic congestion. 
Make a tally chart of when children have experienced traffic jams and present as a bar chart or pictogram. Children offer ideas about the causes of traffic jams.

Key Skills & AfL: To make our geography findings look impressive how can we present them? How do you draw an impressive chart/graph? Did we manage it?

Children can self-evaluate their own work by using others’ good examples as their next target to aim for.

2. Write a persuasive letter to the local council.

Children work together to find solutions to traffic problems. Individually, children write a letter to the WAG making proposals to solve traffic jams.
3.  Write a traffic report. 
A local traffic report can be created for the catchment area of the school, giving examples and reasons for the traffic jams. 

Write a written report only or present the report as a speaking activity.

Key Skills & AfL for activities 2 and 3: What geographical vocabulary and English style do we need to use to write a successful report/write a letter? Did we achieve this in our writing? Give positive comments on each others’ work. How do the comments help me learn? Note down useful comments.


	Notes:




Lesson Plan for Linked article 2
Aims:  to provide opportunities for coverage of NC component:

· living in Wales -  their local area and an investigation of at least one aspect of the geography of the whole of Wales
This resource is designed to focus on walking and cycling transport issues, directly experienced by almost all the pupils. It is aimed to create a focused and empathetic response to the issues of transport planning and to provide a real planning activity, capable of adjustment in scale from a single lesson to a multi-lesson presentation or even a real-outcome journey!
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activity



	Thinking Skills

Plan

· Suggest how to find relevant information

and ideas.
· Ask questions related to context and listen before asking further questions.

· Plan the process to be used

Develop

· Develop and begin to combine a variety

of imaginative ideas, possibilities and

alternatives, including those of others
· Identify and describe similarities and

differences by making simple comparisons

Reflect

· Begin to evaluate outcomes against success criteria.

· Link the learning to similar situations, within and outside school.

Communications

Oracy

· Communicate with increasing confidence to peers and others. Begin to modify their

talk to the requirements of the audience, using a growing vocabulary.

Wider Communications
· Represent and respond to information in

different forms including pictures, symbols, diagrams, maps, tables and graphs

Number

· Record, interpret and present data in simple tables, lists , charts, graphs and diagrams.

ICT

· Find suitable information from given sources using simple searches, to support a range of activities.

· Create and present their ideas for a

given purpose by combining different         forms of information, including text, images, with some sense of audience.
	Geography

To:
· Identify and locate places using globes, atlases and maps

· calculate map-to-ground distances,

· collect and record data

· find answers and draw conclusions 


	Background

Lesson introduction: 

Teacher to introduce the many advantages of walking and cycling. 

The In-the-News resource can be used to: 

· Introduce the WNA’s plans to put emphasis on cycling and walking 
· Show simple statements presenting the WNA reasoning and policies 

· Give links to relevant organisations 

· present the new Wales bike map 

· Show a link to a route planning worksheet activity involving a personal cycle route though Wales using the maps. 

Activities

1.  Collate Data on Modes of Transport to School

In groups, children can design and produce a questionnaire to find out modes of transport to school either within the class or by a questionnaire within the wider school community then organise and analyse the results.

Key Skills:  Children suggest who’ll they survey and what questions will give the best answers, then compare their expectations with the results. Were the results as expected? What reasons for their results can they give? Identify any geographical trends e.g. distance from/proximity to home.
2. Road Safety

Invite the local Road Safety Officer to visit the school to talk about cycling proficiency. Children can compile a list of questions to ask (e.g. about safety, how to look after a bike, local cycling clubs).
Key Skills:  How can we use what we have learnt today in our life outside school?
3.  Poster

Run a poster competition (draw, paint or use computer graphics) to encourage walking or cycling. Children can consider what makes an outstanding poster e.g. who is the poster aimed at, think of colour choices, pictures, slogans.
4,  Design a Cycle Route Plan 
Work in groups or individually. Think about what you want as a cyclist e.g. even track, safe route, pleasant surroundings, distance from home, and distance around track. This activity gives scope for children to be creative: 

· make a 3D collage or paper mache route

· design a route for your school grounds, a local park or a route around Wales
· draw a map of the route with a key

· draw a scale map with key

Key Skills & AfL: These activities require children to plan the design process. Children have to think imaginatively within the context of Geography and have to continually evaluate how they are progressing with their work to achieve a successful outcome.

	Notes:


