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Welsh Climate
Teachers’ Notes and Lesson Plan for Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the News is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into learners’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection. The theme for this issue is the interrelationship between physical and human features.
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plans aim to support the requirement for a skills-focused curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plan, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study learners can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, learners can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages learners to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL.
Main Article – Rainfall In Wales
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan
Determine success criteria and give some justification for choice.
Develop
· Use some prior knowledge to explain links between cause and effect or justify inferences/predictions
· Identify, describe and begin to explain patterns and relationships
Reflect
Begin to evaluate outcomes against success criteria.
Communications
Writing: Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures, symbols, diagrams, and maps.
Numeracy
Read, understand and extract data presented in charts, simple graphs and diagrams.

	Geography

Skills
· Identify and locate places and environments using globes, atlases and maps
· Use maps, imagery and ICT to find and present locational information e.g., draw sketch maps using symbols and keys
· Identify and describe spatial patterns (rainfall distribution maps)

· Identify and describe natural and human features e.g., weather conditions
· Organise and analyse evidence, develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions e.g., compare weather data

· Communicate findings in a variety of ways e.g., using geographical terms and maps
Range
To carry out investigations of geography in the news on topical events and issues in the local area and the wider world

	Objectives:
· To begin to understand the spatial variations in rainfall in  Wales and the UK, to map and describe rainfall patterns

· To begin to understand the process of relief rainfall

· Use the objectives to set success criteria.

Resources:
· Online resources

· Blank maps

· Worksheets ‘Rainfall Patterns’ and ‘Why Does it Rain?’ 
Activity:

Discuss the online article about rain during the Ryder Cup in Newport. Introduce the concept of patterns. Follow the worksheets to map the rainfall patterns for the UK, on the blank maps provided, and complete the questions on the worksheets.

At the end of the sessions: Children describe their understanding of rainfall patterns and relief rainfall by responding to questions such as:
· What is meant by relief rainfall?

· How does rainfall in the west compare with rainfall in the east of the UK?

AfL: Children can use the traffic light system to evaluate their own achievements.   


Linked Article 1: Temperature Patterns
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan
Determine success criteria and give some justification for choice.

Develop
· Use some prior knowledge to explain links between cause and effect or justify inferences/predictions
· Identify, describe and begin to explain patterns and relationships
Reflect
Begin to evaluate outcomes against success criteria.

Communications
Writing: Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures, symbols, diagrams, and maps.
Numeracy
Read, understand and extract data presented in charts, simple graphs and diagrams.
	Geography

Skills
· Identify and locate places and environments using globes, atlases and maps
· Use maps, imagery and ICT to find and present locational information e.g., draw sketch maps using symbols and keys
· Identify and describe spatial patterns (temperature patterns)

· Identify and describe natural and human features e.g., weather conditions
· Organise and analyse evidence, develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions e.g., compare weather data

· Communicate findings in a variety of ways e.g., using geographical terms and maps
Range
To carry out investigations of geography in the news on topical events and issues in the local area and the wider world.

	Objectives:
· To begin to understand the variations in temperature in Wales and the UK

· To begin to understand that latitude plays the most important role in our summertime and why this happens and that in wintertime the most important factor is the North Atlantic Drift

· Use the objectives to set success criteria.

Resources:
· Online resources

· Blank maps

· Worksheets ‘Climate’ p 1 - 2
Activity:

Map the temperature patterns for the UK on the blank maps and complete the questions on the worksheets followed by discussion to reinforce learning.

AfL: Children can use traffic light system to evaluate their own achievements.   


Linked Article 2: 2010 – Year of Climate Disaster
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan
Identify and make links with prior skills

and knowledge related to context.

Develop
Consider different interpretations and

distinguish between ‘facts’, beliefs and

opinions giving reasons.

Reflect
Begin to evaluate outcomes against success criteria.

Communications
Writing: Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures, symbols, diagrams, and maps.

	Geography

Skills
· Identify and describe natural and human features e.g., weather conditions
· Communicate findings in a variety of ways e.g., using geographical terms and maps
Range
To carry out investigations of geography in the news on topical events and issues in the local area and the wider world.

	Objectives:
· To begin to understand the impact of flooding

· To justify conclusions about geographical issues 

Resources:
· Online resources

· Blank diamond ranking map

· Diamond ranking cards

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/river-tay-flooding/4309.html
Activity:

Develop an understanding of problems caused by flooding by discussing the online article about Global Weather Disasters. Look at the Environment Agency sites and the BBC Learning Zone clip of the problems caused by the River Tay flood. 

Carry out the diamond rank exercise. Put in rank order the features which need to be protected from flooding. Use the diamond rank cards to encourage discussion and reasoning. 

At the end of the sessions: Children share their views with the class comparing ideas, changing their points of view and supporting their own choices . 


