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Communications and Transport in Wales
Teachers’ Notes and Lesson Plan for Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection. The theme for this issue is the interrelationship between physical and human features.
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plans aim to support the requirement for a skills-focused curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plan, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL.
Article 1 – Communications in Wales
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan
Asking questions
Gathering information

Develop
Generating and developing ideas
Thinking logically and seeking patterns

Reflect
Evaluate own learning and thinking
Communications
Reading
Locating, selecting and using information using reading strategies
Wider Communication Skills
Communicating information
ICT
Finding and developing information and ideas
	Geography
Skills:
Locating places, environment and patterns:

Identify and locate places using atlases and maps

Use maps, imagery and ICT to find and present locational information

Identify and describe the spatial patterns (distributions) of places and environments and how they are connected
Investigating:
 – observe and ask questions about a place, environment or geographical issue

- collect data by using secondary sources e.g. use GIS

 - develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Communicating:
- communicate findings in a variety of ways

Range:

Issues in Wales

· Carry out investigations of geography in the news – issues in the local area and the wider world
· Ask and answer questions – how are places and environments linked/connected to other places/environments? How am I/or other people linked to other parts of the world?


	Aim: to identify important transport nodes and to suggest reasons for the different kinds of land use (if any) have developed nearby. 
Resources:
On-line article.
GIS (Geographical Information Systems) such as Google Earth and local OS maps.

Activities:
Activity 1

· Use GIS (Geographical Information Systems) such as Google Earth and local OS maps to identify important transport nodes (places where different parts of the transport network meet). This could include harbours, railways, airports and major roads.
· Select important routes and nodes and plot on your own map of Wales

Activity 2
· Children can pose questions about the influence of the transport nodes; whey are they there? What different types of transport are in the same place? What land use has developed around the nodes? What came first, the transport or the development/physical feature?
· Use the maps to identify the different types of development that have grown up nearby (offices, housing, out of town shopping, towns, schools, hospitals) or the original physical features (harbour, valley).
· Record ideas on a mind map, drawing links between ideas and give reasons for the links.

AfL: As children work, they check if their suggestions can be improved or modified. 

At the end of the session: 
Share conclusions with each other. 

Consider how the mind map helps us in our thinking.



Article 2 – Is Wales Missing Out On Transport and Communications Networks?
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan
Ask questions
Gather information

Determine the process/method and strategy

Determining success criteria

Develop
Forming opinions and making decisions
Reflect
Review outcomes and success criteria
Evaluate own learning and thinking.

Communications
Oracy

Presenting information and ideas
Writing
Organising ideas and information

Writing accurately

Wider Communication skills
Communicating information.
Number

Recording and interpreting data and presenting findings

ICT

Creating and presenting information and ideas.


	Geography

Skills
Investigating:

 – observe and ask questions about a place, environment or geographical issue

 - develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Communicating:

- express their own opinions

- make decisions about geographical issues, by distinguishing between fact and opinion and considering different arguments

- communicate findings in a variety of ways
Range
Study living in Wales: their local area, and an investigation of at least on aspect of the geography of the whole of Wales.
Carry out investigation of ‘geography in the news’.
Carry out fieldwork to observe and investigate real places and processes.
Ask and answer questions.
Vocabulary
Geography:
Transport and communication networks

Key settlements

Major improvements

Route way
Rail               sustainable

Dualling

Carriage way

English Writing:

I believe, I suggest, in my opinion

Firstly, furthermore, moreover, in addition

Finally, to sum up
	Aim: to identify a local transport development/issue and write a persuasive letter. 

Resources:
On-line article for background information.
Children’s own ideas and findings about transport issues in the local area.

Activities:

Activity 1
Children work together to suggest ideas to improve a local transport issue. Points to consider could be:

· What is the transport like in our local area?

· What do the people in our local area think about the transport?

· What kind of transport is needed in our area?

To answer these questions, children could:
· Discuss their ideas in groups and share ideas

· Send a survey home and then collate answers

· Go on an observational field trip and record findings

Children could communicate findings in a written report, in graphs or through photographic evidence.

Activity 2

Write a persuasive letter your Assembly Member to suggest ideas to improve a local transport issue. 
Set success criteria:
What geographical vocabulary and English style do we need to use to write a successful persuasive letter? 

AfL: As children work, they check if their writing can be improved or modified.
At the end of the session: 
Did we write effective persuasive letters? Give positive comments on each others’ work. Did I explain the transport issue clearly?
How do comments help me learn?



Article 3 – The Digital Divide – High Speed Broadband in Wales
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills
Plan
Ask questions
Gather information

Determine success criteria
Develop
Consider evidence, information and ideas
Reflect
Review outcomes and success criteria
Evaluate own learning and thinking

Communications
Oracy

Presenting information and ideas
Writing
Organising ideas and information

Writing accurately

Wider Communication skills
Communicating information.
Number

Recording and interpreting data and presenting findings
ICT

Creating and presenting information and ideas

	Geography
Skills:

Investigating:

· observe and ask questions about a place, environment or geographical issue

· measure, collect and record data through carrying out practical investigations

· develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions
Communicating:

- be aware that people have different points of view about geographical issues

 - communicate findings in a variety of ways

Range
Carry out investigations of geography in the news – issues in the local area and the wider world
Ask and answer questions

	Aim: To investigate Internet usage and to report on findings.
Resources:
On-line article for background information.

Children’s own findings.

Activity
To draw up a survey to find out about Internet usage.

Children decide on the aspect of the ‘digital divide’ they want to investigate e.g. do people have enough access to the Internet, do jobs rely on the Internet, what do people use the Internet for, do some people have better access than others? 
Set success criteria: ask ourselves, ‘what makes a good survey?’ in order to help format questions which will give suitable answers to the investigation and allow conclusions to be drawn e.g. are they open/closed questions? Do the questions ask for facts and/or opinions to be given?
· Children draw up the survey and distribute it as appropriate, with sensitivity e.g. to families at home, children in school. 
· When the surveys are returned children can collate results and record findings in the form of a graph or chart. 
· Draw conclusions and present findings – are there any patterns or trends in the findings? What does this mean for our future?

AfL/at the end of the session reflect on:
· what did we find out from our investigation?

· were our questions effective?




