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A Good News Story About Physical Geography
Teachers’ Notes and Lesson Plans for Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining on-line information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Each article is supported by a lesson plan. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection. 
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plan aims to support the requirement for a skills-focussed curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plans, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, and ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL. 
A Good News Story About Physical Geography 
Activity 1 - To draw up a brace map of physical geography features
Activity 2 – To write a postcard home
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan

Determine some success criteria.
Identify and make links with prior skills and knowledge related to context.

Develop

Follow the planned process/method,

making some amendments where necessary.
Reflect

Describe what has been learned/found out.

Begin to evaluate outcomes against

success criteria.

Wider Communications Skills
Represent and respond to information in different forms using pictures, sounds, symbols, diagrams and maps.


	Geography

Skills
· Identify and locate places
· Identify and describe natural features

Range
· Living in Wales: investigate an aspect of the geography of the whole of Wales
Key Vocabulary

A range of terms relating to physical geography – as described in the article.

	Activity 1  (Two worksheets accompany this plan)
Aim: To draw up a brace map of physical geography features. (A brace map shows what parts make up the whole.)
Set success criteria: to begin to become familiar with some names and landforms in Wales.
Activity:

· Introduce physical geography by asking the children to describe natural landforms in their area,  e.g. river, mountain, valley, flood plain, estuary

· Read the on-line article, ‘A Good News Story About Physical Geography’, examining the different types of landform and begin to learn some of the names and features of the landforms.  Locate the places on a map of Wales.
· Use the two worksheets: ‘Items for Brace Map Showing Features of Physical Geography in Wales’. This is a summary of the landforms mentioned in the on-line article and shows the correct groupings. The sheet can be printed off so that the features can be cut up and given out randomly for the children to group correctly, for example when re-reading the article. Once the correct groups of features have been established, children can record the groupings on the ‘Brace Map to Show Physical Features in Wales’.
AfL:  Children evaluate how well they have met the success criteria by talking to each other using ‘thinking’ language; e.g. learning, selecting, making links, sorting, grouping.
Reflect: With a partner, children describe to each other the names and landforms they have learnt about.


	Thinking Skills

Plan

Identify and make links with prior skills

and knowledge related to context

Develop

Develop and begin to combine a variety of imaginative ideas, possibilities and alternatives, including those of others.

Reflect

Identify what worked and what didn’t; begin to suggest how the process/method could be improved.

Communications Skills
Plan, organise and present ideas and

information. Improve writing by redrafting.

Choose words to create effects.

Choose an appropriate form, sequence and layout to suit audience and purpose.  

Spell most common words accurately,

using a range of punctuation and sentence structures to enhance meaning.


	Geography

Skills

· Communicate findings in a variety of ways
Range
· Living in Wales: investigate an aspect of the geography of the whole of Wales


	Activity 2 
Aim: To write a postcard from Wales to friends and family back home, describing the Welsh landscape.
Activity

Read the on-line article, ‘A Good News Story About Physical Geography’, and find a location the children would like to visit.
Plan the postcard: 
Put it into context - Who is it addressed to? Which landscape/part of Wales are you describing? Who did you go with?
Say what the place was like - talk about impressive features of the landscape using interesting adjectives 
Describe something funny you did which will amuse the reader
Always write using the past tense
End with a closing statement like in a letter.

Add a picture to the postcard - a sketch of the area or landform you have written about.

Thinking Skills and AfL: to extend children’s thinking and self-evaluation, throughout the activity some key questions could be:

What would be an example of a well-written postcard?

How would you keep the interest of the reader?

How would you improve what you say in the postcard?

If you could change one thing about your writing what would it be?


