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Population Change and Migration in 2011 

Teachers’ Notes and Lesson Plans for Key Stage 2

Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining on-line information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Each article is supported by a lesson plan. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection. 
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plans aim to support the requirement for a skills-focussed curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plans, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, and ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL. 
Economic Migration from Mexico to the USA
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan

Determine some success criteria.
Identify and make links with prior skills and knowledge related to context.

Develop

Form opinions and make decisions by weighing up some pros and cons.
Reflect

Describe what has been learned/found out.

Link the learning to similar situations.
Wider Communications Skills
Represent and respond to information in different forms using pictures, sounds, symbols, diagrams and maps.


	Geography

Skills

· Organise and analyse evidence, develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions
Range
· Living in my world: the importance of being a global citizen
· Carry out investigations of geography in the news, topical events and issues

Key Vocabulary

Population
Migrant

Migration

Border

Deportation


	Activity: Diamond Rank 
Success Criteria: to put in rank order the reasons why people want to migrate to other countries. 
Activity:

· Read the on-line article, ‘2011 Population change and migration case studies’

· Use the case study of Mexico to discuss reasons why people may want to migrate. Encourage children to offer reasons why in previous years Mexicans wanted to go to the USA. 

Some reasons may include:

Education in the home country is basic
Lack of jobs in the home country

Poor standard of living in the home country

Low paid jobs in the home country

Little hope of becoming rich in the home country

Health care in the home country is basic
Find employment and earn more money

Learn better job skills

Have a better education

Have a better lifestyle for the family
Children rank the reasons on their diamond rank map.


· Further discussion: can we find examples of people migrating into Britain for similar reasons?
AfL:  Children evaluate how well they have met the success criteria by talking to each other using ‘thinking’ language; e.g. organise, analyse, selecting, making links, sorting, grouping, comparing.
Reflect: With a partner, children compare each others’ ideas and give reasons for their choices.



Horn of Africa Famine
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan

Determine some success criteria.

Identify and make links with prior skills and knowledge related to context.

Develop

Identify links between cause and effect; give reasons for inferences/predictions.
Reflect

Describe what has been learned/found out.

Begin to evaluate outcomes against

success criteria.

Wider Communications Skills
Represent and respond to information in different forms using pictures, sounds, symbols, diagrams and maps.


	Geography

Skills

· Organise and analyse evidence, develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Range
· Living in my world: the importance of being a global citizen

· Carry out investigations of geography in the news, topical events and issues

Key Vocabulary

Causes

Consequences

Famine
Environmental disaster

Drought
Malnutrition

Starvation
Communities

International resources

Refugee

	Activity: Multi-Flow Map


 



Success Criteria: to recognise causes and consequences of famine 
Activity:

Read the on-line article, ‘Horn of Africa Famine’. Examine the on-screen items to find out what causes famine and what the consequences are. Discuss together. Encourage children to select the four most important causes and consequences.
Causes may include:

Extreme weather events - particularly lack of rain (drought)

Food, plant and animal diseases destroying food 

War and civil unrest preventing farming and trade

Poor government policies and decisions on managing farming

Rising global prices of food and transport 

Rapid population growth (from birth rate and in-migration) resulting in more mouths to feed 

Natural disasters (e.g. earthquakes) 

Poor and inappropriate farming methods destroying soils 

                                                    Consequences may include:
Not having the correct nutrients (malnutrition)

Not having food (starvation)

Illness resulting from reduced ability to fight other diseases

Loss of jobs and income - particularly in farming communities

Family and community life destroyed when people die 

Forced migration, changing people from settled communities into refugees

Spreading the problems to countries around the famine area as people migrate to them and food prices rise and amounts of available food decrease

International resources and money have to be used to provide aid for the famine area.

Children write out their ideas on a multi-flow map.

· Extension: children could continue to think about consequences by adding ideas to the consequences and linking them in a mind-map

AfL:  Children evaluate how well they have met the success criteria by talking to each other using ‘thinking’ language; e.g. organise, analyse, making links, sorting, grouping, comparing.
Reflect: With a partner, children compare each others’ ideas and give reasons for their choices.




Changes in the UK’s population - a surprising trend!

	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan

Determine some success criteria.

Identify and make links with prior skills and knowledge related to context.

Develop

Generate imaginative ideas and possibilities.
Reflect

Describe what has been learned/found out.

Developing Number
Present data in graphs. Label graphs and their axes appropriately.

	Geography

Skills

· Ask questions about a geographical issue
Range
· Living in my world: the importance of being a global citizen

· Carry out investigations of geography in the news, topical events and issues

Key Vocabulary

Population
Decline

Graph, line graph, axis


	Activity: To draw a line graph of a population trend
Success Criteria: to understand that a range of factors can affect the growth/decline in the population of an area
Activity:

1. Introduction

Read the on-line article, ‘Changes in the UK’s population - a surprising trend!’
Explain that geographers draw up models to predict future trends then show the demographic transition model. 
Explain that it predicts that the population in other developed countries like the UK (e.g. Germany, Sweden) will begin to decline soon.
Explain that in the UK, however, the fact is that the population is beginning to grow. From the article, establish reasons for the growth.

2.  Main Activity – create a line graph of a population trend
Children use the reasons for population growth/decline to create their own demographic model. Place each reason on the x axis of the graph and attribute a population number above it, reading off from the y axis, connect the points into a line graph. Children can put on as many similar or different reasons as they like, so their own population trend builds up. This could be based on their own creative thinking, or on actual trends in their area, following on from own research.





Reflect: Children can explain their population trends to the class, showing they understand what factors affect the growth/decline of a population.
AfL:  Children amend their ideas as they work in response to own and peer evaluation. They say how they improved their work, when they reflect on their learning.
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