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Geography in the News Edition 13

The Euro, Welsh Rural Issues and Welsh Enterprise Zones 2011 

Lesson plans Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Each edition contains a main theme and 2 linked articles each of which forms the focus for lesson activities. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Website links are included at key points in the resources to facilitate further research on selected topics. 

Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection.
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plans aim to support the requirement for a skills-focussed curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plans, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL. 
Big Business in Wales   - What is happening to improve the Welsh economy?
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan
· Identify gaps and begin to build on existing skills, knowledge and understanding for the task required.
Develop
· Develop and begin to combine a variety

of imaginative ideas, possibilities and

alternatives, including those of others.

· Identify links between cause and effect
· Form considered opinions and make

informed decisions
Reflect
Link the learning to dissimilar but familiar

situations, within and outside school.
Describe what has been learnt/found out.
Communications

Oracy

· Communicate clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject, audience and purpose, using a range of vocabulary, including some key words related to subject.

· Show an awareness of the needs of the

listener, asking questions and responding to the contributions of others.

Wider Communications
Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures, diagrams, maps, tables and graphs

	Geography
Skills
· Describe the causes and consequences of how places and environments change 
· Ask questions about a geographical issue e.g. how can we improve our economy?
· Express their own opinions and be aware that people have different points of view 
· Communicate findings in a variety of ways 
Range
· Carrying out an investigation of geography in the news 
· Study living in Wales and their local area
· To ask and answer questions about a geographical issue


	Objective: to suggest ideas about what makes a suitable location for business or industrial development; to understand what happens as a result of having successful financial development.

Introduction
    Read the on-screen article together and go through the quiz to develop the pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the industrial and business climate in Wales. 
Encourage discussion so that children can draw on their own experiences, such as the jobs or career prospects and aspirations of parents and carers.
Activity – Multi-flow map of cause and effect
1. Discussion focussed activity in thinking groups; children give ideas about what a location needs in order for it to attract business development and for the business to be successful. (Input ideas)
2. Discussion focussed activity in thinking groups; children give ideas about the benefits or outcomes of have a successful business venture in an area. (Output ideas)
3. After each discussion, children share their findings with the class.
Thinking Skills: To encourage higher order thinking, interaction and engagement in the group, children in the group nominate a spokesperson to represent the opinions and findings of the group. So children need to agree responses in advance of feedback to class.
4. Record findings: Thinking Skills: To consolidate their ideas and understanding, children draw multi-flow maps, using their suggestions. (See attached Publisher document ‘Wales Means Big Business’).
5. Using the ideas in the multi-flow map, children could write a letter to their local council suggesting how to give Wales an economic boost.

Plenary

      AfL: Children can evaluate how well they were able to make suggestions for the multi-flow map, use the ‘two stars and a wish’ strategy and peer evaluation.


Living in Rural Wales
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activity



	Thinking Skills

Plan
· Determine some success criteria.
· Plan the process/method to be used.
Develop
Identify and describe similarities and differences by making simple comparisons.
Reflect
Begin to evaluate outcomes against success criteria.
Communications

Oracy

Communicate clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject, audience and purpose, using a range of vocabulary, including some key words related to subject.
Writing
Plan, organise and present ideas and information. Proofread and revise writing.
Wider Communications
Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures, diagrams, maps, tables and graphs.
	Geography
Skills
· Identify similarities and differences to describe, compare and contrast places.
· Express their own opinions and be aware that people have different points of view about places.
Range

· Carrying out an investigation of geography in the news 
· Study living in Wales and their local area

· To ask and answer questions about a geographical issue


	Objective 
To understand the economic and social well-being of communities in rural Wales.
Introduction
· Read the on-screen article about life in rural Wales
· Carry out the survey as suggested on-line.
Activity – Writing
1. In thinking groups, children collate as many ideas as possible about the advantages or disadvantages of living in rural Wales and share the ideas with the class, exploring the ideas by giving examples and reasons for their thinking.
2. Follow-up children’s ideas with writing tasks. Either:

· imagine they are a visitor to rural Wales - write a letter to a friend living in a city, pointing out the advantages of living in the countryside compared with the city. Include picture stimulus of rural Wales, encouraging children to describe a setting,
or

· imagine they live in rural Wales – write an article for a newspaper explaining the difficulties faced by living in the countryside.

In both writing tasks, when planning, use:

· a bubble map to help generate interesting words, adjectives etc.

· persuasive language to structure the writing, such as firstly, secondly, also, furthermore, moreover and finally in a flow map
(See Publisher document for the bubble map and flow map)

AfL: children re-read their work with partners as they write to ensure the writing is clear, and partners can evaluate the work with ‘two stars and a wish’.
Plenary
AfL: In groups, children evaluate their written work. They select a spokesperson from the group to share their best ideas regarding how they empathise with rural communities in Wales.


The Geography of the Euro
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activity



	Thinking Skills

Develop
Form opinions and make decisions by weighing up some pros and cons.
Communications

Oracy

Communicate clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject, audience and purpose, using a range of vocabulary, including some key words related to subject.
Writing
Plan, organise and present ideas and information. Proofread and revise writing.
Wider Communications

Represent and respond to information in different forms including pictures, diagrams, maps, tables and graphs
	Geography

Skills

· Identify and locate places
· Use ICT to find locational information
· Express their own opinions and be aware that people have different points of view about places
· Communicate findings in a variety of ways
Range

· Carrying out an investigation of geography in the news 
· The importance of being a global citizen
· Ask and answer questions:
What is happening and why?

How do people’s views differ about this issue and what do I think?

	Objective 
To understand the advantages and disadvantages of a common currency.

To form an opinion about a geographical issue.
Introduction
Put the article into context by identifying the countries which use/do not use the Euro, then read the on-screen article about the geography of the Euro.
Activities 
1. PMI diagram (Edward de Bono)

· As a class, read through the section on advantages and disadvantages of a single currency

· Encourage children to think about the advantages or disadvantages from the point of view of a particular county (different countries having different view points). Allow children time to think individually, and then time to discuss ideas with a partner forming their own opinions whether the advantages/disadvantages are plus, minus or interesting. Then, partners share their ideas with the rest of the class, supporting their arguments according to their chosen country. (See Publisher document for PMI diagram/triangle).
· Children record their ideas on a PMI diagram, to summarise the discussion.

2. Writing  Follow-up the PMI activity with a writing task, taking the position of a member/non-member country, giving their personal reasons for wanting/not wanting to be part of the Euro currency community.
AfL: A range of AfL strategies may be used throughout the session, such as peer assessment and guidance in the think-pair-share- discussion, self-assessment when writing by re-drafting if needed, peer and teacher assessment using two stars and a wish, self-assessment with traffic lights at the end of an activity and teacher questioning throughout.
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