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Demographics of Wales
Teachers’ Notes and Lesson Plans for Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection. The theme for this issue is the interrelationship between physical and human features.
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plans aim to support the requirement for a skills-focused curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plan, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL.
Main Article – Demographics of Wales
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan
Ask questions

Gather information

Determine the process/method and strategy

Determining success criteria

Develop
Forming opinions and making decisions

Reflect
Review outcomes and success criteria

Evaluate own learning and thinking.

Communications
Oracy

Presenting information and ideas
Writing
Organising ideas and information

Writing accurately

Write effectively to suit audience and purpose, choosing appropriate vocabulary punctuation and sentence structure. Spell accurately.

	Geography

Skills

Investigating:

 – observe and ask questions about a place, environment or geographical issue

 - develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Communicating:

- express their own opinions

- describe the causes and consequences of how places change
- communicate findings in a variety of ways
Range
Study living in Wales: their local area, and an investigation about the geography of the whole of Wales.

Carry out investigations of ‘geography in the news’.

· Living in my world – caring for places and environments 
Geography vocabulary:

Demography, population, birth rate, death rate, population density, services, urban, rural, urbanisation, counter-urbanisation.

English writing flow map:


	Aim: to understand the issues surrounding the changing demography of Wales. The main activity consists of writing a persuasive letter to encourage counterurbanisation.
Resource:
Read the on-line article for background information.

Activity – Literacy and thinking skills.
In groups, children discuss the reasons why people move between rural and urban areas in Wales.
Writing: Following group discussion about the article, pupils write a persuasive letter, for example to the Welsh Government, supporting counterurbanisation; encouraging people to live in rural areas. As a stimulus children could use,
“I propose that the Welsh Government should encourage people to live in rural Wales.”  Pupils could offer a range of initiatives the government could introduce, for example:
- Create jobs in rural areas

- Provide money for healthcare and education and more services
- Give young people money to buy houses

Write a persuasive letter to express ideas.
Thinking skills:  Children use a flow map to plan their ideas in a sequenced way, using the persuasive language to help order the structure of their writing.

Set success criteria:
What geographical vocabulary and English style do we need to use to write a successful persuasive letter? 

AfL: As children work, they check if their writing can be improved or modified. 
At the end of the session pupils may reflect: 
Did I write an effective persuasive letter? 
Did I understand the issues of counterurbanisation and use geographical terms? 

Did I explain the issue clearly?

Children can give positive comments on each others’ work and ask themselves what or how to improve next time, and record peer and self assessment ideas in their books.




Linked Article – Factors Affecting Demography 
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan
Asking questions
Gathering information

Develop
Considering evidence, information and ideas
Thinking about cause and effect and making inferences.

Reflect
Evaluate own learning and thinking

Communications
Reading
Using information, using reading strategies.
Writing
Organising ideas and information

Wider Communication Skills
Communicating information

	Geography

Skills

Investigating:

 – observe and ask questions about a place, environment or geographical issue

 - develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Communicating:

- express their own opinions

- describe the causes and consequences of how places change

- communicate findings in a variety of ways
Range
Study living in Wales: their local area, and an investigation about the geography of the whole of Wales.

Carry out investigations of ‘geography in the news’.

· Living in my world – caring for places and environments 
Geography vocabulary:

Under/over populated, sparsely populated, birth rate, death rate, natural increase, push and pull factors which encourage migration.
	Aim: to use a multi-flow map to record ideas about urbanisation in Wales.
Resources:
The on-line article. 
Activities - Thinking Skills Multi-Flow Map
Read through the article and in groups consider why the population is decreasing in rural Wales. 

Use a multi-flow map to record ideas.
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After reading the article, children may think that:
The reasons why people want to leave rural areas include:

Year-round jobs can not be guaranteed
House prices for locals are getting expensive

There are few social attractions in rural areas

Services are limited in rural areas
and
Urban areas offer:
More jobs 
More housing 

Greater access to hospitals and education

More entertainment facilities

Bigger and better shops

AfL: As children work, they check if their suggestions can be improved or modified. 

At the end of the session: 
Consider how the multi flow map helped them consider a range of issues. Share their ideas with the class, with explanations.



Urbanisation and Counterurbanisation in Wales
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan
Asking questions

Gathering information

Develop
Considering evidence, information and ideas

Thinking about cause and effect and making inferences.

Reflect
Evaluate own learning and thinking

Communications
Oracy
Communicate clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject, audience and purpose, using a range of vocabulary, including some key words, related to subject.

Writing
Organising ideas and information

Wider Communication Skills
Communicating information

	Geography

Skills

Investigating:

 – observe and ask questions about a place, environment or geographical issue

 - develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Communicating:

- express their own opinions

- describe the causes and consequences of how places change

- communicate findings in a variety of ways
Range
Study living in Wales: their local area, and an investigation about the geography of the whole of Wales.

Carry out investigations of ‘geography in the news’.

· Living in my world – caring for places and environments 
Geography vocabulary:

Urbanisation, counterurbanisation, push and pull factors which encourage migration.
	Aim: to discuss the push and pull factors for rural Wales: a young married couple and a retired couple. Then show conclusions multi-flow maps.
Resources:
Read all the on-line articles in this issue for full understanding and stimulus for discussion.
Activity 
· Work in groups to suggest reasons for wanting to retire to the country or wanting to move to an urban area.

· Follow-up with hot-seating or a debate, giving the point-of-view of the retired couple or the young couple.

Multi-Flow Map

For each couple show the reasons for their migration to another part of Wales, draw a multi-flow map for each couple. 
After reading the article, children may think that:

The reasons why a young married couple may feel pushed to leave rural areas include:

Year-round jobs can not be guaranteed
House prices for locals are getting expensive

There are few social attractions in rural areas

Services are limited in rural areas
More and more young people with small children are moving away

The rural areas are mainly populated by older people

and
Urban areas offer:
More job opportunities 

More housing at better prices 
Greater access to hospitals and education

More entertainment facilities for children and young adults

Bigger and better shops
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Then for a retired couple the ideas would be reversed:
The reasons why an older retired couple may want to leave urban areas include:
They no longer need to be near to work

Urban areas are polluted and noisy

They were originally from the country

They have reached retirement age and want something different

They no longer need the facilities of a city

An older retired couple are pulled towards rural Wales because:
More older people in the country

The country is quiet and peaceful

The country is not so polluted

They no longer want the attractions of city life.

At the end of the session children could give their opinions: what is their view about this geographical trend, would they agree with the trend? Could the trend be reversed by the Welsh Government giving incentives for young people to move to rural Wales?




The reasons why towns are so attractive.





This is why people leave urban areas





The population is decreasing in urban Wales!





The push factors





The pull factors





My wife and I are moving!








Finally, to sum up, in conclusion





Firstly, furthermore, moreover,


 in addition, however, but, because








I believe, I suggest, in my opinion











