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UK Population/Weather Conditions
Teachers’ Notes and Lesson Plans for Key Stage 2
Overview of the Resource

Geography in the news is designed to give teachers a topical and entertaining online information and activity source. It will help to support the National Curriculum’s requirement for the flexible inclusion of current global and Welsh issues into pupils’ geography lessons in addition to more formalised schemes of work, and/or may be used to stimulate extended work within schemes of work. Key words are highlighted within the resources and have been defined by rollover annotation. Each edition will be archived to allow repeated access and use in the future. They are fully downloadable to allow storage and use in classrooms without internet connection. The theme for this issue is the interrelationship between physical and human features.
Coverage of National Curriculum and Skills Framework for 3 to 19 Year Olds in Wales
The lesson plan activities state the relevant skills and range from the National Curriculum.
Skills Framework and Assessment for Learning

The accompanying lesson plans aim to support the requirement for a skills-focused curriculum. Where appropriate in the lesson plan, suggestions will be shown where thinking skills, communication, ICT and number skills can be applied in the context of geography.
Investigative work lends itself very well to assessment for learning. For example, at the beginning of a study children can establish where they are in their learning and suggest what they want to find out. At the end of a study, children can assess their own achievement and indicate it by using simple techniques such as drawing smiley faces or by showing traffic light symbols in their work. The use of questioning throughout the activities encourages children to reflect on their understanding and help further their learning.

Opportunities to use assessment for learning strategies will be indicated as AfL.
Article 1 – Census Report
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan
Ask questions

Gather information

Determining success criteria

Develop
Forming opinions and making decisions

Reflect
Review outcomes and success criteria

Evaluate own learning and thinking.

Number
Gathering information
Recording and interpreting data and presenting findings.
Communications
Oracy

Presenting information and ideas

Wider Communiations
Communicating information.

	Geography

Skills

Investigating:

 – observe and ask questions about a geographical issue

 - measure, collect and record data through carrying out practical investigations

 - organise and analyse evidence and draw conclusions
Communicating:

- express their own opinions

- communicate findings in a variety of ways
Range
Carry out investigations of ‘geography in the news’.

Living in my world – the importance of being a global citizen
Geography vocabulary:

Population, birth rate, death rate
Survey


	Aim: To gather and use data: 
1. Carry out a school census

2. Use the article to from an opinion about what affects population change and present ideas in the form of a diamond rank map.
Resource:
Read the on-line article for background information.

Activity 1 – Carry out a school census
· To understand the process of a census, encourage children to find an aspect of personal information about pupils in their school to survey, for example, the months when children were born.
· Collect data in the form of a tally chart and present data as a bar chart either hand drawn or computer generated.

Set success criteria for drawing up data: Encourage children to set themselves targets for the way they present their data.

· Interrogate the data to see if there are any trends, e.g. are more children born in the summer months, are the older children born in the winter months or is there an even spread?  Are we able to suggest reasons why?

AfL: As children work, they check their work to improve or modify it, with peer support.
Reflect:

· Explain in your own words how our small survey is the same as the UK census

· If you could improve one thing about your data presentation, what would it be?

· Explain the trends that emerged from your data analysis.

AfL: Children can use traffic light system to evaluate their own achievements.   
Activity 2 – Diamond Rank Map
Read through the on-screen article, working through the quiz.
The focus of the diamond rank discussion is ‘What affects population change the most?’ 

The quiz gives the following suggestions which can be used on the diamond rank map:

· There are more career opportunities for women

· Everyone will have to work longer because of increases in the retirement age

· Unemployment rates are rising in the UK

· The average age to get married has gone up

· Cigarette and alcohol taxes always go up in annual government budgets

· The Baby Boomers are getting older

· University education and the cost of bringing up children is getting more expensive

· In the UK, sports is now considered a life-long activity

· The survival of newly born babies has never been better

Children work in pairs/mall groups to discuss the factors affecting population growth, exchanging ideas giving their reasons.
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At the end of the sessions: Consider how the diamond rank map helped them consider a range of issues. Children share their views with the class comparing ideas, changing their points of view , supporting their own choices .  



Article 2 – Migration in the UK
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources


	Thinking Skills

Plan
Asking questions.

Plan the process/method to be used.
Determine some success criteria.

Develop
Forming opinions and making decisions.

Follow the planned process/method, making some amendments where necessary.
Reflect
Review outcomes and success criteria.
Evaluate own learning and thinking.

Communications
Reading
Using information, using reading strategies.
Writing
Organising ideas and information
Writing accurately
Wider Communication Skills
Communicating information

	Geography

Skills

Investigating:

 – observe and ask questions about a geographical issue

 - develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Communicating:

- express their own opinions

- communicate findings in a variety of ways
Range
Carry out investigations of ‘geography in the news’.

Living in my world – the importance of being a global citizen
Vocabulary:

Migration, immigration, multi-cultural, legal, illegal migrants, emigrants

Headlines, sub-heading, by line, lead paragraph, body of report.
	Aim: to write a newspaper article explaining the trends in migration in the UK
Resources:
The on-line article – Article 2 ‘Migration in the UK’.
Activity – Newspaper article
1. Read through the article and discuss the trends in migration by viewing the graphs. Can children explain in their own words the problems surrounding migration?
2. Use the suggestion for a newspaper headline ‘Migration to Britain last year hit a record high, according to official figures published today.’

3. Examine a newspaper format and write the article in journalistic style by using: 
· Planning guide -to help organise the content of the writing so that children can read the article and then write the information in a journalistic style:

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/docs/newspaper_report_guide.doc
Use the planning document as a basis for the writing success criteria.

· Newspaper column sheet to help with the layout of their writing.

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/pdfs/6newspaper.pdf
AfL: As children work, they check if their writing can be improved or modified. Children can read each others’ work for ideas and support peers.
Reflect at the end of the session: 
· Explain in your own words some of the issues surrounding immigration
· Children can give positive comments on each others’ work and ask themselves what or how to improve next time, and record peer and self assessment ideas in their books.
· Give one thing you would do to improve your writing next time.




Article 3 – The Weather – Stuck in a Rut
	Key Skills Objectives
	Subject Objectives and Skills
	Activities and Resources



	Thinking Skills

Plan
Asking questions

Gathering information

Develop
Considering evidence, information and ideas

Thinking about cause and effect and making inferences.

Reflect
Evaluate own learning and thinking

Communications
Oracy
Communicate clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject, audience and purpose, using a range of vocabulary, including some key words, related to subject.


	Geography

Skills

Identify natural features e.g. weather
Develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions

Range
Carry out investigations of ‘geography in the news’.

Living in my world – caring for places and environments 
Geography vocabulary:

Jet stream, atmosphere, climate, weather, polar, arctic, tropical, hemisphere, temperature
	Aim: To understand the influences on our weather through paired discussion.
Resources:
· Read the article ‘The Weather – Stuck in a Rut’, examining the diagrams to understand the influences on our weather.
· Encourage understanding through questions and answering. Can children explain in their own words the effect of the jet stream and the polar front? Can children say why we have had prolonged bouts of wet weather this summer?

Activity – Role play of interviewer and interviewee talking about the weather. 
· In pairs, children take on the role of TV/radio presenter and interviewee who has experienced extreme weather conditions. The interviewer prepares questions for the interviewee and the ‘man-in-the-street’ interviewee responds with appropriate answers and examples of consequences of the weather experienced.
· When planning the interview and responses, the pairs may consider:

· Who? What? When? Why? Where? How?
· Recount events in chronological order. (Draw a flow

chart to help sequence events.) 
· Recount events that are significant and those that amuse the reader
· Use connectives that signal time, e.g. then, next, after, meanwhile,
· Use relevant and interesting vocabulary
· Interviewer to sum up at the end by suggesting one major impact of extreme or unpredicted weather.
· Present interviews to class. Possibly record the interviews so that children can modify them for content and delivery.
At the end of the session:
· Children can complete a peer and self-assessment form to see how well they did and how to improve next time (see attached document Peer Assessment).
























Diamond Rank Map Showing Factors Affecting Population Growth
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